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DISCOURSE 


Acts  in,  6. — In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  Arise  up  and  walk. 

The  religious  society  with  whose  joy  on  this  occasion  we 
have  met  to  sympathize,  has  been  one  of  the  most  vigorous 
products  of  the  Unitarian  faith.  Its  history  should  be  mea- 
sured, not  by  the  length  of  time  since  it  sprang  into  being, 
but  by  the  services  it  has  rendered  to  the  cause  of  truth,  and 
the  example  it  has  given  of  energetic  vitality,  under  the  en- 
couragement of  a  ministry  to  whose  wisdom  and  faithfulness 
the  present  as  well  as  the  past  bears  witness.  In  comparison 
with  many  societies  that  embrace  the  same  faith,  it  has  had 
but  a  short  period  of  duration.  Yet,  within  that  period,  it 
has  seen  great  changes  pass  over  the  field  of  religious  contro- 
versy. Thirty  years  ago  the  questions  which  agitated  the 
churches  turned  mainly  on  the  interpretation  of  Scripture.  Is 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  taught  in  the  Bible  ?  Does 
Calvinism  find  a  real  or  a  plausible  support  there  ?  Does 
Orthodoxy,  as  it  styles  itself,  hold  the  keys  of  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven  ?  Such  inquiries  as  these  occupied  attention  then. 
The  questions  of  the  present  day  are  broader  and  deeper. 
They  touch  the  validity  of  the  Scriptural  narratives  ;  they 
challenge  the  authority  of  Christ  ;  they  impugn  the  reality 
of  a  special  Divine  revelation.     It  is  useless  to  complain,  and 


foolish  to  be  alarmed.  If  the  thought  of  our  age  will  con- 
front the  most  solemn  interests  of  humanity  with  an  arro- 
gance that  pays  little  respect  to  what  the  Christian  world  in 
past  ages  has  held  sacred  or  dear,  let  those  who  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  past  was  the  blind  victim  of  its  own  credulity, 
nor  that  the  confession  of  the  universal  Church  in  our  own 
day  contains  only  the  cinders  of  an  extinct  theology,  show 
their  manliness  as  well  as  their  faith  by  frank  and  plain  speech. 
If  there  be  no  justice  in  imposing  silence  on  the  most  radical 
criticism,  there  is  as  little  justice  in  demanding,  and  as  little 
reason  for  expecting,  that  they  who  regard  this  criticism  as 
unsound  in  its  methods  and  false  in  its  conclusions  shall  of 
their  own  will  keep  silence.  Let  both  parties  have  an  open 
field,  and  equal  opportunity.  Grant  the  conservative  his 
right  to  speak,  as  well  as  the  champion  of  progress  ;  and 
when  neither  of  them  harbors  malice  nor  contempt  in  his 
heart  for  the  other,  the  truth  will  somewhere  find  adequate 
expression  and  final  establishment. 

In  defence  of  one  of  the  opinions,  sentiments,  or  habits  of 
the  Christian  Church, — under  whichever  of  these  names,  if 
not  under  them  all,  it  may  be  described, — let  the  discourse  of 
this  evening  enter  its  plea.  The  letter  of  invitation,  in  obe- 
dience to  which  an  ecclesiastical  council  has  met,  to  add  its 
sanction  to  the  present  services,  came  from  "  the  church  of 
the  Saviour."  It  is  a  significant  designation.  The  definite  ar- 
ticle, marks  an  individual  ;  the  title  marks  an  office. 
That  individual  is  He  who  has  given  his  name  to  the  era,  the 
civilization,  and  the  hope  in  which  we  rejoice  ;  that  office 
is  one  which  clothes  him  with  authority.  And  it  is  of  his 
right  to  a  loyal  respect  and  service,  that  I  would  speak.  Our 
theme  is  loyalty  to  Christ.  May  I  be  preserved  by  a  wisdom 
higher  than  my  own  from  treating  it  in  an  unworthy  manner. 


By  loyalty  to  Christ,  I  understand  such  convictions,  senti- 
ments, and  habits,  of  the  mind,  heart,  and  life,  as  he  has 
himself  instructed  us  to  cherish  and  maintain.  Behind  this 
definition  lies  the  inquiry,  which  any  one  is  competent  to 
raise,  but  which  cannot  be  answered  by  flippant  denial, 
whether  Christ  was  justified  in  laying  claim  to  a  peculiar 
reverence.  Pursued  to  the  last  degree,  this  inquiry  involves 
a  study  of  critical,  historical,  and  moral  considerations,  which 
few  persons  have  the  time  or  the  taste,  the  ability  or  the  op- 
portunity, to  conduct.  But  there  is  one  fact,  which,  if  pro- 
perly weighed,  may  supply  the  want  of  study.  This  fact  is 
the  representation  of  Christ  which  we  have  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament. It  is  a  fact  which  can  be  explained  only  on  an  ad- 
mission of  the  substantial  truth  of  the  Evangelical  narratives. 
If  such  a  being  as  is  there  brought  under  our  notice  did  not 
live  amidst  the  circumstances  there  described,  how  did  that 
representation  find  a  place  in  the  literature  of  the  world  ?  If 
the  features  of  an  actual  life  did  not  pass  before  the  eyes  of 
those  unpractised  writers,  how  came  they  to  give  us  a  por- 
traiture of  such  exquisite  spiritual  beauty  ?  Scepticism  has. 
never  been  able  to  account  for  the  appearance  without  the 
reality.  Either  the  historical  Christ  or  no  Christ,  is  the  alter- 
native. Either  the  New  Testament  as  it  is,  or  blank  paper. 
The  German's  toil,  the  Frenchman's  enterprise,  and  the 
American's  enthusiasm,  have  alike  failed  in  the  attempt  to- 
use  the  sacred  narrative  as  a  pedestal  on  which  to  erect  a 
Christ  of  their  own.  The  narrative  will  not  support  any 
other  figure  than  that  which  was  placed  there  eighteen  hun- 
dred years  ago. 

If  we  take  the  Christ  of  the  New  Testament  as  the  only 
possible  reality  in  connection  with  the  Book,  and  with  the 
Church,  the  existence  of  neither  of  which  can  be  denied,  to 
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what  conclusion  are  we  brought  in  regard  to  his  idea  of  him- 
self ?  Admitting  it  to  be  a  proper  inquiry  for  one  who  has 
not  entered  the  Christian  fold,  whether  the  consciousness  of 
Jesus  may  not  have  been  open  to  delusion,  it  does  not  evince 
a  consistent  faith,  in  those  who  claim  the  protection  of  that 
fold,  to  impute  to  Him,  under  whose  name  they  shelter  them- 
selves, a  serious  mistake  concerning  his  own  relations  to  the 
world. 

An  impartial  reader  of  the  New  Testament  can  arrive,  I 
think,  at  but  one  conclusion  in  respect  to  Christ's  judgment 
of  himself.  He  believed  that  he  was  sent  by  God  on  a  spe- 
cial mission  to  mankind.  That  he  regarded  himself  as  the 
Jewish  Messiah,  was  not  inconsistent  with  such  an  apprecia- 
tion of  his  office  ;  nor  is  it  an  important  fact,  for  any  light 
which  it  throws  on  the  larger  office  that  he  rilled.  He  lifted 
the  Jewish  idea  into  new  relations,  relieving  it  of  local  and 
national  limitations,  that  it  might  expand  into  an  influence 
co-extensive  with  the  wants  of  humanity.  That  others  had 
been  previously  the  subjects  of  a  special  inspiration  and  com- 
mission, rather  emphasizes  than  lessens  the  peculiarity  of  his 
work,  since  he  stands  alone  alike  in  the  breadth  of  his  purpose 
and  in  the  simplicity  of  his  method.  That  in  him  was 
seen  an  ease  of  movement  which  marks  voluntary  action, 
does  not  conflict  with  the  supernatural  endowments  which 
distinguished  him  ;  for,  by  the  force  of  his  receptive  nature, 
he  assimilated  these  gifts  with  his  original  powers,  till  the 
personal  and  the  Divine  elements  of  his  being  were  blended, 
if  we  may  compare  spiritual  with  earthly  things,  in  as  close 
interpenetration  as  the  constituents  of  the  atmosphere  which 
we  breathe.  The  great  fact  respecting  Christ  in  distinct  ex- 
hibition on  the  pages  of  the  New  Testament  is  this,  that  he 
represented  himself  as  holding  a  position  between  Heaven 


and  earth,  such  as  no  other  being  had  ever  held  ;  a  position 
assigned  him  by  the  Father,  accepted  by  himself,  and  to  be 
regarded  as  his  by  those  who  should  receive  the  benefits  of 
which  he  was  constituted  the  channel.  The  peculiar  struc- 
ture of  the  New  Testament  supplies  us  with  three  distinct,  but 
concurrent  lines  of  proof  on  this  point. 

First,  we  have  Christ's  own  words,  reported  by  four  separ- 
ate pens.  Whatever  differences  may  be  discovered  on  a 
comparison  of  the  four  Gospels,  they  agree  in  ascribing  to 
Jesus  language  which  could  have  proceeded  only  from  a  be- 
lief in  his  own  extraordinary  relations,  to  God  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  man  on  the  other.  More  than  any  other  title 
or  epithet,  he  used  the  word  "  Sent,"  to  describe  the  origin 
and  nature  of  his  authority.  He  adduced  his  miracles  in 
support  of  his  claim  to  be  heard  as  a  messenger  from  God. 
He  appealed  to  the  world-wide  benefaction  of  which  he  was 
the  minister,  as  evidence  of  an  impulse  from  Above,  which 
he  obeyed.  That  he  was  specially  sent,  for  a  special  purpose, 
with  special  credentials,  was  the  threefold  cord  of  argument 
which  he  used  to  draw  men  to  him  when  he  was  on  earth, 
and  by  which  men  have  been  drawn  to  him  ever  since.  As 
if  in  foresight  of  errors,  which  from  different  directions  should 
assail  the  truth  hundreds  of  years  after  he  had  left  the  world, 
while  he  affirmed  with  persistent  integrity  his  subordination 
to  the  Father,  he  maintained  with  equal  constancy  that  he 
had  been  chosen  to  execute  a  work  entrusted  to  no  other 
being  in  the  long  course  of  the  ages.  "  The  words  that  I 
speak  unto  you,  I  speak  not  of  myself ;  but  the  Father,  that 
dwelleth  in  me,  he  doeth  the  works."  Throughout  his  min- 
istry we  find  an  unbroken  strain  of  instruction,  the  burden 
of  which  is, — not  I,  but  my  Father. 
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Happily  for  us,  the  Evangelists  are  followed  in  the  canon 
of  the  New  Testament  by  a  work  which  is  entitled  to  more 
attention  than  is  usually  given  to  it.  It  is  the  only  account 
which  we  have  of  the  early  preaching  of  Christianity  :  an  un- 
doubtedly genuine  document,  bearing  on  every  page  marks  of 
the  period  to  which  it  introduces  us,  a  period  before  the  liv- 
ing words  of  Christ  had  passed  into  the  form  either  of  written 
narrative  or  of  uncertain  tradition  ;  when  they  were  kept  in 
the  fresh  remembrance  of  those  who  had  stood  as  it  were  in 
contact  with  his  doctrine  and  his  spirit.  These  early  preach- 
ers, taught  by  Jesus  himself  and  reflecting  the  truth  which  had 
flashed  from  his  mind  upon  theirs,  what  do  they  say  of  him  ? 
The  same  testimony  meets  us  here,  which  we  had  found  in 
the  Gospels.  With  the  Jews  the  Apostolic  discourse  ran  in 
this  style  :  "To  you  first,  God,  having  raised  up  his  Son 
Jesus,  sent  him  to  bless  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of 
you  from  his  iniquities  :"  to  the  Gentiles  it  showed  "how 
God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the  holy  spirit  and 
with  power,"  "  ordaining  him  to  be  the  judge  of  quick  and 
dead."  A  peculiar  office  and  a  plenary  inspiration,  held  by 
the  Author  and  Finisher  of  the  Christian  faith,  were  the 
themes  on  which  this  faith  was  nourished  as  its  needful  ali- 
ment. 

A  third  class  of  writings  invite  our  study  :  the  Epistles, 
most  of  which  bear  the  characteristics,  as  well  as  the  name, 
of  a  man  whose  mental  qualities  were  only  less  remarkable  than 
his  moral  force  and  spiritual  insight, — Paul,  the  expounder 
of  the  new  religion  that  lay  before  him  in  its  divine  beauty, 
when  neither  the  presumption  nor  the  ignorance  of  man  had 
marred  a  single  feature.  How  was  he  ravished  with  the 
spectacle,  in  describing  which  he  draws  from  his  wonderful 
command  of  language  every  term  that  could  express  grati- 
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tude  or  admiration  !  Always,  however,  fastening  his  chief 
interest  on  the  transcendent  truth,  that  God  had,  through 
Christ  Jesus,  by  a  special  communication,  made  known  the 
riches  of  his  grace  towards  the  sinful  children  of  men.  Where 
did  Paul  get  that  appreciation  of  Christ,  which  sets  him 
above  the  normal  conditions  of  humanity  and  crowns  him 
with  a  glory  exclusively  his  own,  if  not  from  the  moral  prox- 
imity in  which  he  stood  to  the  life  of  Jesus  ?  Though  he 
may  not  have  joined  the  crowds  of  eager  listeners  who  at- 
tended his  steps,  he  had  opened  his  heart  to  the  impression 
of  Christ's  spiritual  being  ;  and,  as  we  study  that  impression, 
nothing  is  more  clear  than  that  the  Christ  in  whom  Paul  be- 
lieved was  not  a  philosopher,  nor  a  self-made  reformer,  nor  a 
religious  genius,  but  "  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
men/'  who  came  into  the  world  to  make  the  reconciliation 
which  he  alone,  in  virtue  of  the  office  committed  to  him,  was 
able  to  effect,  in  bringing  the  human  heart  and  will  into  sub- 
mission to  the  Infinite  Love. 

If  we  are  justified  by  this  amount  of  coincident  testimony 
in  ascribing  to  Christ  a  conviction  that  he  possessed  super- 
natural gifts  for  an  end  unlike  any  which  the  boldest  of 
original  minds  had  conceived,  we  are  left  to  the  alternative  of 
imputing  to  him  misapprehension  of  so  grave  a  character  that 
it  must  bring  his  mental  sanity  into  question,  or  of  accept- 
ing his  judgment  of  himself  as  the  groundwork  of  our  faith. 
There  is  but  one  other  possible  explanation  of  a  fact  patent 
to  the  most  superficial  reader,  an  explanation  that  subjects 
Jesus  to  the  charge  of  intentional  deception  ;  a  deception 
too,  maintained  with  singular  tenacity  of  purpose.  A  de- 
nial of  his  special  and  plenary  inspiration  involves  his  charac- 
ter in  most  serious  embarrassment.  If  he  did  not  assert  the 
divinity  of  his  mission,  the  writings  from  which  we  derive  our 
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knowledge  of  him  destroy  their  own  credibility  by  the  con- 
tradictions with  which  they  abound  ;  if  he  arrogated  to 
himself  a  relation  to  the  Holy  One  which  he  did  not  enjoy, 
the  argument  drawn  from  his  moral  character  becomes  invalid, 
and  they  who  make  personal  excellence  rather  than  official 
dignity  the  ground  of  their  reliance  are  deprived  of  their 
chief  support.  The  office  and  the  character  are  inseparably 
united ;  they  fall  or  stand  together.  Such  declarations  as 
these ;  "  All  power  is  given  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth," — 
"Whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die," — 
"  He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father," — "  I  and  my 
Father  are  one,"  are  either  the  ravings  of  delirium  or  the  blas- 
phemies of  impiety,  if  they  were  not  authorized  by  a  commis- 
sion from  Heaven,  bearing  the  authentic  seal  of  the  Most  High. 
To  place  him  of  whom  we  read  in  Matthew  or  in  John,  in 
Mark,  or  in  Luke,  in  the  same  category  with  the  father  of 
Greek  philosophy,  or  the  founder  of  the  Chinese  civilization, 
or  the  brightest  saint  of  Bhuddism,  is  an  affront  to  the 
common  sense  of  mankind.  Difference  in  degree  is  one 
thing,  difference  in  kind  is  another  thing. 

On  this  interpretation  of  the  consciousness  with  which  we 
are  enabled,  through  the  transparent  narrative  of  the  Evan- 
gelist and  the  sympathetic  faith  of  the  Apostle,  to  gain  a 
satisfactory,  though  of  course  a  partial,  acquaintance,  it  is 
easy  to  define  loyalty  to  Christ.  It  is  a  recognition  of  him 
in  the  offices  and  relations  which  he  was  conscious  of  filling. 
Theoretically,  it  is  a  verbal  or  mental  assent  to  Christ's  judg- 
ment of  himself  ;  practically,  it  is  such  submission  to  his 
authority  as  this  assent  requires  of  the  heart  and  life.  Of 
each  of  these  kinds  of  loyalty  it  remains  for  us  to  speak. 
But  let  us  previously  give  a  moment's  attention  to  certain 
difficulties  that  are  felt  by  many  honest  and  eager  minds,  in 
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whom  the  desire  for  truth  is  an  impulse  not  chastened  by  a 
needful  patience  in  the  pursuit,  but  whose  integrity  of  pur- 
pose is  as  clear  as  the  noonday  sky.  The  voice  of  dissent, 
too,  comes  from  within  the  Church.  The  scepticism  of  our 
day  differs  from  the  infidelity  of  a  former  period  alike  in  its 
tone  and  in  its  origin.  If  free  and  boM,  it  is  not  heartless  ; 
for  it  is  warmed  by  a  spirit  caught  from  the  altar  at  which  it 
once  worshipped  :  and  it  professes  to  speak  in  the  interest  of 
faith.  Unless  we  are  willing  to  ascribe  a  malignant  insincerity 
to  men  of  irreproachable  character,  we  must  treat  modern  ra- 
tionalism as  a  product  of  this  age  of  fearless  inquiry,  rather 
than  as  an  irritable  discontent  with  religious  truths;  and, 
although  not  the  less  sacredly  bound  to  defend  both  the  cita- 
del and  the  outworks  of  the  Christian  faith,  we  are  debarred 
from  using  invective  in  the  place  of  argument. 

They  who  disbelieve  in  a  special  supernatural  revelation, 
of  which  the  New  Testament  contains  the  authentic  record, 
assume  two  positions,  in  their  judgment  impregnable.  They, 
first,  appeal  to  a  higher  authority  than  external  revelation  ; 
an  authority  within  the  soul,  before  which  external  instruc- 
tion, of  whatever  character,  and  under  whatever  circumstan- 
ces communicated,  must  be  brought  for  an  indorsement 
which  shall  give  it  validity.  Nearly  all  the  objections  to  an 
unimpeachable  gospel,  with  which  we  have  of  late  been  made 
familiar,  turn  on  the  reality  of  an  intuitive  perception  of  truth, 
to  which  outward  testimony  must  be  subordinated.  This  is 
the  issue  between  philosophy  and  faith,  or  between  conscious- 
ness and  the  Bible  ;  and  at  first  it  may  seem  that  conscious- 
ness has  the  advantage,  because  it  is  the  witness  which  the  soul 
cannot  but  accept  as  decisive  over  any  other.  But  human 
consciousness  is  not  infallible,  for  it  often  misunderstands 
itself ;  and  it  becomes  a  question  of  fact,  whether  man  has 
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an  intuitive  recognition  of  the  higher  religious  truths, — a 
fact  which  can  he  estahlished  only  by  observing  the  aggregate 
consciousness  of  the  race,  or  by  analyzing  the  operations  of 
the  individual  soul.  Collectively,  the  human  race  has  shown 
an  inaptitude  to  discover  or  retain  the  great  religious  truths  ; 
and  Paul  was  right  when  he  said  not  only  that  "  the  world 
by  wisdom  knew  not  God,"  but  that  "  the  foolish  heart "  of 
mankind  "was  darkened."  The  gospel  was  needed  for  the 
great  multitude,  included  under  the  title  of  "  the  poor"  by 
him  who  came  to  be  "  the  light  of  the  world."  History  lends 
but  little  support  to  the  intuitive  philosophy.  Still  less  en- 
couragement, if  possible,  does  a  study  of  individual  experi- 
ence furnish  ;  for  but  few  men  interpret  their  consciousness 
as  the  theory  requires.  Few  men  perceive  the  handwriting 
of  God  on  the  walls  of  their  own  spiritual  being,  or  evolve 
eternal  truth  from  their  own  mental  conceptions.  In  fact,  the 
language  with  which  many  persons  are  captivated  is  decep- 
tive. The  three  fundamental  ideas  of  which,  it  is  said,  the 
soul  is  conscious,  are  God,  the  moral  law,  and  immortality. 
Yet  the  soul  can  only  be  conscious  of  its  own  exercises  and  of 
its  present  state.  Its  faith  in  God,  or  in  immortality,  or  even 
in  duty,  can  be  nothing  more  than  an  inference  from  certain 
facts  of  which  it  is  cognizant,  and  which  it  brings  together  in 
such  manner  as  to  deduce  from  them  a  result  with  which  it 
is  satisfied  ;  so  that  its  knowledge  or  persuasion  of  the  high- 
est truths  is  secured  through  a  process  of  reasoning,  not 
through  the  affirmation  of  an  intuitive  faculty.  Man  needs 
an  external  voice  to  rectify  and  sustain,  if  not  to  implant 
his  religious  convictions. 

The  other  position  taken  by  those  from  whom  we  are  com- 
pelled to  differ,  is  meant  to  cover  in  a  measure  that  which 
we  have  just  examined.     If  the  soul  cannot  rely  on  its  intui- 
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tions,  there  is  nothing,  we  are  told,  on  which  its  faith  can 
rest.  Not  on  a  revelation  made  in  a  past  age,  and  transmit- 
ted through  the  uncertain  channel  of  historical  records  ;  nor 
on  a  book,  the  genuineness  of  which  is  open  to  disastrous 
criticism,  and  the  interpretation  of  which  is  as  various  as  the 
theologies  which  wrangle  over  its  pages.  We  want,  it  is 
said,  something  more  trustworthy.  If,  however,  we  cannot 
have  anything  more  worthy  of  confidence,  for  dear  humanity's 
sake  let  us  accept  this  ;  for  this  book  is  not  a  fallacious 
guide.  Its  essential  contents  are  plain  enough,  and  its  faith- 
fulness of  representation  can  be  established  by  ample  proof. 
"  Bibliolatry  \"  may  be  the  derisive  cry  ;  but  if  a  book  supply 
the  best  evidence  of  God's  love  which  we  can  have,  why  be 
afraid  of  trusting  a  book  ?  An  immediate  and  continual 
revelation,  not  one  receding  to  a  greater  and  greater  distance, 
is  the  demand  ;  but  if  a  light  shining  from  the  past,  with  a 
brilliancy  that  does  not  fade  with  distance,  send  forth  a  safer 
illumination  than  any  nearer  object,  why  not  walk  in  its 
brightness  ?  Men  do  not  prefer  the  gas-lamp  at  the  corner 
of  the  street  to  the  sun  in  the  distant  heavens.  To  some 
eyes  it  seems  an  unsteady  light,  which  throws  its  rays  from 
the  past ;  and  no  one,  again  it  is  said,  can  prove  that  it  was 
kindled  by  the  Divine  Hand.  Not,  indeed,  as  we  establish 
the  propositions  of  Euclid.  Keligion  is  not  one  of  the  exact 
sciences.  Moral  and  spiritual  truths  do  not  fall  within  the 
province  of  demonstration.  Faith  is  neither  led  blindfold 
through  the  mysteries  of  Divine  grace  ;  nor  is  she,  on  the 
other  hand,  gifted  with  such  a  power  of  vision  that  she  can 
see  through  all  the  forms  and  mutations  of  being  to  the  eter- 
nal and  unchangeable  order  whence  they  proceed.  What, 
then,  is  her  privilege,  or  her  office  ?  To  use  gratefully  and 
intelligently  the  means  of  ascertaining  truth,  which  are  put 
within  her  reach  ;  to  believe  on  the  best  evidence  of  which 
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the  case  admits.  If  it  be  more  reasonable  to  accept  the  New 
Testament  than  to  discredit  its  instruction, — if  the  only  ex- 
planation that  can  be  given  of  the  new  Testament  be  the  ex- 
planation it  gives  of  itself, — if  Christ's  own  testimony  be 
more  credible  than  any  correction  of  that  testimony, — if  a 
special  revelation  not  only  was  the  great  want  of  mankind, 
but  has  met  and  relieved  its  necessities, — if  miracle  be  in  the 
moral  economy  of  the  universe  a  normal  method,  though  in 
its  historical  occurrence  it  be  supernatural, — then  faith  has 
sufficient  justification  of  its  act  in  believing,  although  it 
build  on  one  foundation,  and  science  build  on  another.  The 
dwellings  of  Amsterdam  are  better  habitations  than  caverns 
cut  in  the  solid  rock,  even  if  they  seem  less  secure  ;  they  are 
safe  enough  for  all  the  uses  of  life. 

Do  we  place  faith,  then,  in  vassalage  to  the  reason  ?  By 
no  means.  We  take  the  faculties  and  privileges  of  our 
being  as  the  Creator  has  bestowed  them,  neither  ascribing  to 
man  what  he  does  not  possess,  nor  depreciating  what  is  en- 
trusted to  him.  "We  take  life  on  the  conditions  on  which  it  is 
given,  and  are  willing  and  glad  to  be  religious  on  G-od's  own 
terms.  We  hold  that  the  early  school  of  Unitarianism  in 
this  country  was  right  in  assigning  to  reason  the  twofold  office 
of  investigating  and  on  satisfactory  evidence  certifying  the 
claims  of  the  Bible,  and  of  rendering  its  language  into  mod- 
ern thought  according  to  sound  rules  of  interpretation  ;  and 
we  hold  that  when  reason  has  performed  this  good  service  for 
faith,  faith,  provided  with  the  sceptre  which  reason  has  put 
into  her  hands,  assumes  the  control  alike  of  the  speculative 
and  the  active  powers  of  our  being,  and  leads  them  reverently 
to  the  feet  of  him  in  whose  behalf  she  abdicates  every  right 
but  that  of  guarding  the  soul's  loyalty  to  him,  its  Divinely 
appointed  Kuler. 
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We  have  already  seen  what  this  loyalty  is,  at  least  in  the 
aspect  which  it  presents  to  social  criticism.  It  is  a  frank  and 
consistent  assertion  of  faith  in  Christ  as  the  supernaturally 
qualified  Teacher,  Redeemer  and  Lord.  If  it  be  frank,  it  will 
embrace  every  suitable  opportunity  of  confessing  Christ  be- 
fore men  :  if  it  be  consistent,  it  will  avoid  those  ambiguous 
phrases  which  betray  the  cause  into  whose  service  they  are 
taken.  There  is  always  danger  that  the  obligation  of  cour- 
tesy, the  feeling  of  good- will,  a  dislike  to  giving  offence,  or  a 
dread  of  the  sarcasm  which  confounds  reverential  conviction 
with  subserviency  to  the  general  belief,  will  be  a  temptation 
to  compromise  our  allegiance  to  the  truth.  Unitarianism  has 
suffered  enough  on  one  side  from  this  temptation  ;  let  it  not 
now  suffer  on  the  opposite  side.  It  is  remarkable  with  what 
emphasis  Christ  calls  his  disciples  to  "  confess  "  him,  to  bear 
his  name  as  well  as  his  cross,  to  speak  on  his  behalf,  to  re- 
member him.  Indeed,  the  frequency  with  which  he  brings 
his  personal  relation  to  them  into  view  is  one  of  the  pecu- 
liarities of  his  discourse.  There  is  an  intrusion  of  his  per- 
sonality that  would  strike  us  as  offensive  egotism,  if  it 
were  not  sustained  by  the  Divine  element,  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  entered  into  his  consciousness.  Instead  of  forgetting 
himself,  or  wishing  to  be  forgotten,  in  loyal  attachment  to 
the  truth,  he  represents  the  truth  as  passing  into  concrete 
and  palpable  form  in  himself :  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life."  We  can  reconcile  this  desire  of  Jesus  to  keep 
himself  before  the  eyes  of  his  disciples  with  the  humility  of 
which  he  makes  himself  an  example,  only  by  recalling  his 
consciousness  of  a  superiority  that  arose  out  of  his  place  in 
the  Divine  arrangements  for  human  salvation.  "  If  I,  then, 
your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet,"  is  his  lan- 
guage. It  seems  to  me  very  plain,  that  he  meant  to  bind  the 
soul  to  himself  in  a  fealty  which  should  never  be  lost  amidst 
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the  vagaries  of  a  transcendental  faith.  Higher  than  Christ 
I  cannot  go,  except  through  him  and  with  him  to  the  Father  ; 
lower  than  Christ  I  will  not  stay,  for  then  I  should  prefer  the 
damp  fog  to  the  clear  hill-top.  Without  Christ  I  cannot 
live,  unless  I  am  ready  to  give  up  the  strongest,  I  might  al- 
most say  the  only  incontrovertible,  proof  I  have  that  God  is 
good  ;  together  with  that  revelation  of  his  character,  from 
which  they  who  speak  slightingly  of  the  Messenger  through 
whom  it  was  made,  deduce  the  argument  by  which  they  at- 
tempt to  vindicate  their  independence  of  his  authority.  I  can- 
not leave  the  name  of  Christ  out  of  sermon  and  prayer,  lest  I 
should  show  a  want  of  filial  confidence  in  God  ;  for  it  is 
through  Christ  that  I  have  learned  to  call  Him  Father,  and 
I  shall  not  prize  the  benefaction  less  for  remembering  by 
whom  it  was  conveyed  to  me.  I  am  not  content  to  adopt  the 
words  of  an  English  preacher,  and  say  that  "Jesus,  though 
neither  Messiah  nor  Logos,  is  still  the  glory  of  Judaism,  the 
temple  of  God,  and  the  foremost  soul  in  history  ;"  for,  while 
this  language  may  have  been  used  in  honest  admiration,  it 
drags  him  in  whom  the  prophecies  of  the  Messiah  were  ful- 
filled, and  in  whom  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  from  his  seat 
at  the  Father's  right  hand,  to  take  the  first  rank  in  a  pro- 
cession of  self-illumined  spirits  pursuing  their  devious  way 
through  the  mysteries  of  existence, — and  I  want  a  surer 
guide.  I  am  bound  by  my  faith  in  Christ  to  be  offended, 
when  I  am  invited  to  read  an  exposure  of  his  errors,  or  a 
piece  of  smart  literary  criticism  on  his  character.  Rather 
than  be  silent  under  such  injustice  to  him  who  is  the  world's 
light  and  life,  I  would  borrow  the  watchword  which  an  un- . 
sound  Christology  has  wished  to  appropriate  to  its  own  uses, 
and  call  on  my.  brethren  to  "  Stand  up  for  Jesus."  And 
when  I  speak  of  myself  in  such  a  connexion,  I  mean  to  say 


17 

that  this  is  what  I  believe  every  Christian  minister,  and  every 
Christian  man,  should  do. 

What  relation  shall  we  then  hold  to  those  who  entertain 
a  different  view  of  Christ's  offices  ?  This  question  is  not  so 
important,  nor  is  it  so  difficult  as  some  persons  suppose.  Our 
relation  to  others  is  of  much  less  importance  than  our  rela- 
tion to  Christ.  Christian  fellowship  must  not  take  prece- 
dence of  Christian  loyalty.  But  where  lies  the  difficulty  in 
the  case  ?  Others  have  their  views  of  the  Bible  and  of 
Christianity  ;  we  have  our  views.  They  have  the  right  of 
speech  ;  so  have  we.  While  we  grant  them  the  free  and  full 
exercise  of  their  right,  let  them  not  deny  to  us  an  equally 
free  and  full  exercise  of  ours.  Scepticism,  severe  in  its  con- 
demnation of  the  faith  it  assails,  often  shrinks  from  plain  re- 
mark on  its  own  character,  and  cries  out  against  persecution 
when  a  reply  is  made  to  its  challenge.  Is  this  a  manly  or  a 
just  sensibility  ?  If  rationalism  may  undervalue  the  author- 
ity of  Christ,  may  not  he  whose  hope  leans  on  that  authority, 
without  offence  against  good  morals,  deprecate  the  spread  of 
rationalism  ?  It  is  a  false  delicacy  which  prevents  our  de- 
scribing the  actual  position  of  affairs.  They  who  place  them- 
selves outside  the  Gospel  are  not  inside ;  and  if  the  question 
arise,  how  far  they  who  are  within  shall  extend  countenance 
or  sympathy  to  those  who  are  without,  the  answer  may  be 
suggested  by  contemporaneous  political  history  :  the  recog- 
nition, as  fellow-citizens,  of  those  who  have  renounced  the 
authority  of  the  Union,  depends  on  their  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  They  who  call  Christ  Lord  and  Master  cannot 
consent  that  these  titles  shall  be  emptied  of  their  meaning. 
If  the  story  of  Jesus  is  not  a  myth,  if  Christianity  was  not 
conceived  in  the  teeming  brain  of  a  young  Galilean  mechanic, 
(God  forgive  such  solemn  raillery  !)  if  moral  purity  alone 
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will  not  still  the  tempest  nor  restore  life  to  an  inanimate 
frame,  then  it  rests  with  those  who  disallow  all  such  dis- 
guises of  that  which  is  tenfold  more  credible  in  its  naked 
truth  to  enter  their  protest  against  the  inference,  from  any 
circumstances  of  social  or  ecclesiastical  connexion,  that  they 
are  satisfied  with  these  methods  of  adjusting  the  facts  of  the 
past  to  the  humor  of  the  present  day.  Enjoyment  of  privi- 
lege and  discharge  of  duty  are  correlative.  In  one  of  the 
towns'  of  Westmoreland  in  England,  at  the  two  ends  of  the 
principal  street  stand  two  pillars,  with  mottoes  meant  to  keep 
alive  the  patriotic  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  ;  among  which 
are  conspicuous  these  two  :  "  Maintain  your  loyalty,"  "  Pre- 
serve your  rights."  Let  them  be  transferred  to  a  higher  ser- 
vice than  that  of  patriotism,  and  be  used  to  remind  us  that 
we  can  preserve  our  rights  as  "  the  Lord's  freemen,"  only 
when  we  maintain  our  loyalty  unbroken. 

In  the  practical  maintenance  of  this  loyalty  much  more  is 
included  than  we  have  yet  expressed.  "  Why  call  ye  me 
Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  say,"  asked  Jesus,  in 
that  interrogative  form  of  instruction,  by  which  he  often  added 
force  to  the  truth  he  would  convey.  His  idea  of  the  disciple's 
relation  to  him  is  as  plain  as  his  idea  of  his  own  relation  to 
the  world.  His  follower  must  do  that  which  he  has  com- 
manded ;  and  to  this  end  must  also  be  what  he  requires. 
For  it  is  the""distinction  of  Christ's  teaching,  above  all  other 
religious  teaching  which  the  world  has  known,  that  it  was 
thorough.  It  took  the  whole  man  under  its  care, — his  con- 
science, his  will,  his  heart,  his  life.  Its  theology  was  practi- 
cal, its  morality  was  personal.  "Except  a  man  be  born 
again,"  it  affirmed,  "he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 
What  a  doctrine  that  for  a  human  soul  to  hear  !  Just  as 
true  to-day  as  when  Nicodemus  thought  it  incredible. 
"Be  ye  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect." 
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What  a  rule  of  life  is  wrapped  up  in  that  line,  touching  on 
every  movement,  purpose,  and  thought !  The  Christian  be- 
liever, whose  belief  is  not  in  the  letter  of  the  gospel  alone, 
but  in  its  power,  accepts  such  sentences  as  these  in  their  in- 
tegrity, and  translates  them  into  personal  experience.  Do 
you  ask  about  Christian  loyalty  ?  What  is  American  loy- 
alty to-day,  and  always  ?  It  is  something  more  than  believ- 
ing in  the  Union  or  the  Constitution,  in  democratic  ideas  or 
republican  institutions.  It  is  obedience  to  the  government, 
interest  in  the  country,  a  cheerful  concurrence  in  bearing  the 
burthens  of  the  hour,  and  alacrity  in  rendering  every  good 
service  that  can  be  required  of  a  citizen.  Christian  loyalty  is 
obedience,  interest,  sacrifice  for  Christ's  sake,  and  consistent 
endeavor  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  a  heavenly  citizenship. 
American  loyalty  loves  the  flag  that  symbolizes  the  national 
life  ;  Christian  loyalty  loves  the  cross,  the  emblem  of  a  spirit 
that  may  yet  rule  the  world.  American  loyalty  is  prompt, 
watchful,  active  in  time  of  danger  ;  Christian  loyalty  is 
equally  prompt,  watchful,  and  active  in  guarding  the  inte- 
rests of  the  gospel.  American  loyalty  wavers  not  through 
sunshine  or  through  storm  ;  Christian  loyalty  preserves  its 
character  through  good  and  through  evil  report. 

A  loyal  heart  is  always  a  loving  heart  ;  and  therefore  the 
loyalty  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  includes  love  to  Christ. 
I  do  not  say  admiration, — Kousseau  could  feel  that  ;  nor  reve- 
rence,— I  think  that  is  felt  throughout  the  community  :  but 
love,  which  is  a  deeper  and  holier  feeling  than  either  ;  per- 
sonal, tender,  intimate;  the  fruit  of  faith;  the  innermost  qual- 
ity of  experience,  the  joy  of  the  soul.  "  Whom,  having  not 
seen,  ye  love,"  writes  Peter  to  the  elect ;  "  in  whom,  though 
■now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unspeak- 
able and  full  of  glory."  Mark  the  union  of  faith  and  love  and 
joy  in  the  Christian  consciousness. 
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Let  me  add,  that  in  this  case,  as  always,  the  right  is  the 
best.     Truth  is  the  stronger  in  every  fair  contest,  and  in  the 
final  struggle.     The  history  of  the  Christian  Church  from  its 
cradle  to  this  hour  has  shown  that,  alike  in  its  aggressive 
movement  and  in  its  defensive  attitude,  its  strength  lies  in 
its  loyalty  to  him  into  whose  name  it  has  been  baptized. 
Scepticism  is  not  a  novelty.      Christ  is  not  now  for  the  first 
time  treated  as  the  peer,  or  less  than  the  peer,  of  ancient  sages ; 
miracle  was  long  ago  pronounced  an  impossibility  ;  and  the 
soul  has  in  different  ages  found  a  priesthood  ready  to  burn 
incense  at  its  shrine.     Still  the  consciousness  of  the  race  has 
rejected  the  services  of  such  a  priesthood,  and  has  demanded 
that  its  teachers  speak  in  the  name,  not  of  humanity,  but  of 
God.     A  positive  revelation,  approaching  the  soul  from  with- 
out, has  always  been  the  accepted  answer  to  an  inward  need. 
Here  and  there  may  one  have  appeared,  who  has  said  to  him- 
self, I  can  find  my  own  way  to  the  heights  of  spiritual  truth. 
Through  future  generations  some  bold  spirits  may  turn  away 
from  the  broad  path  of  revelation,  esteeming  it  more  manly — 
for  it  pleases  a  certain  style  of  moral  judgment  to  account 
manliness  the  chief  of  the  virtues — more  manly  to  cross  the 
ravines  of  doubt  and  thread  the  forests  of  speculation  ;  but 
this  will  not  be  the  choice  of  mankind.     Doubtless,  for  years 
to  come,  as  long  perhaps  as  its  brow  shall  pierce  the  clouds, 
one  and  another  traveller  may  prefer  the  difficult  ascent,  by 
which  the  weary  foot  at  last  plants  itself  on  the  summit  of 
Mount  Washington  ;  but  the  multitude,  with  good  reason, 
will  take  the  broad  road,  on  which,  if  there  be  less  of  adven- 
ture, there  is  more  safety.      In  the  past,  Christianity  has 
achieved  its  victories  under  the  banner  which  Constantine 
raised,  when  the  sagacious  Emperor  saw  that,  if  the  Pagan 
gods  had  fallen,  it  was  time  for  the  Eoman  eagles  to  pay 
homage  to  tlie  cross.     The  renovation  of  society  and  the  res.. 
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toration  of  countless  souls  to  health  have  been  effected  by 
the  use  of  that  instrument,  on  which  Peter  relied  when  he 
said  to  the  cripple  who  had  asked  an  alms,  "  In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  rise  up  and  walk."     That  instru- 
ment was  faith  in  Christ,  as  the  Son  of  God  ;   "Jesus  of 
Nazareth,"  in  his  earthly  life;  but  the  messenger  of  the  Di- 
vine will  and  representative  of  the  Divine  power,  in  his  spir- 
itual relations.     In  the  days  when  the  Church  grew  mightily, 
its  preachers  spake  in  this  name  as  the  only  "  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men,  whereby,"  said  they,  "  we  must  be 
saved."     In  every  subsequent  period  of  rapid  increase,  or  of 
wholesome  reformation,  it  has  been  through  the  virtue  which 
lay  in  this  name  that  men  have  been  attracted,  awakened, 
converted,  snatched  from  ruin,  led  to  God.     In  this  name, 
Luther  struck  the  blows  beneath  which  the  Papal  hierarchy 
reeled  almost  to  its  fall.  In  this  name,  Wesley  wrought  a  work 
for  which  England  should  hold  his  memory  dear  to  the  latest 
hour  of  her  national  life.    In  this  name,  the  Catholic,  and  the 
Protestant  missionary  has  gone  forth,  and  wherever  he  has 
left  the  traces  of  a  salutary  influence,  has  left  also  faith  in  the 
Crucified  and  Kisen  One  of  the  New  Testament,  the  histori- 
cal, yet  ever  living  Christ,  in  the  hearts  of  those  whom  he 
lifted  out  of  the  errors  and  vices  of  Heathenism.     The  phi- 
lanthropy of  the  present  day,  at  the  very  moment  of  its  bold- 
est negation  of  Christ's  authority,  is  obliged  to  accept  as  its 
inspiration  truths  which  had  never  taken  hold  on  the  human 
heart  till  he  who  had  shared  in  the  counsels  of  Heaven  hum- 
bled himself  unto  death  that  he  might  draw  all  men  to  his 
feet.     The  authority  and  the  persuasion  were  both  needed, — 
the  special  ministry  and  the  voluntary  sacrifice  ;  were  needed 
as  facts,  are  now  needed  as  objects  of  faith,  and  will  be  needed 
to  the  end  of  time  as  at  once  the  quickening  and  the  conser- 
vative influences,  without  which  the  world  would  sink  into  irre- 


mediable  decay.  Needed  of  old,  needed  now,  needed  in  the  fu- 
ture, alike  by  the  thoughtful  and  by  the  careless,  by  the  edu- 
cated and  by  the  illiterate,  by  the  Oriental  in  his  repose  and 
by  the  American  in  his  activity,  by  the  Esquimaux,  of  whom 
Hall  tells  us,  left  to  die  alone  in  his  hut  of  ice,  and  by  the 
widowed  Queen  who  inscribes  her  sorrow  and  her  faith  on  the 
memorial  of  her  husband's  excellence.     The  strength  and  the 
weakness,  the  aspiration  and  the  want,  of  our  nature,  the 
success  and  the  disappointment  that  compose  the  fabric  of 
our  experience,  the  peril  and  the  promise  of  civilization,  in- 
dividual well-being  and  the  interests  of  society,  concur  in  de- 
manding a  light,  a  support,  an  assurance,  such  as  can  be 
found  only  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  can  be  found  there 
only  as  an  authentic  delivery  of  the  Divine  will.     I  looked 
last  evening  from  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  as  it  held  its  path 
on  yonder  Sound,  at  the  sky  from  which  the  stars  shot  their 
rays  through  uncounted  millions  of  miles,  and  I  said  to  my- 
self, So  vast  the  universe,  how  great  must  be  its  Maker  ;  but 
when  I  laid  myself  down  to  sleep,  I  was  glad  to  remember 
the  words  of  him  who  said,   "  Even  the  very  hairs  of  your 
head  are  all  numbered."     A  few  days  ago  I  stood  by  the 
coffin  of  a  young  man,  and  as  his  mother  threw  herself  on  the 
casket  which  contained  the  cold  form  of  her  only  child,  I  felt 
that  her  solace  must  come  from  faith  in  him  who  said,  "  I  am 
the  resurrection  and  the  life."     When  I  go  into  my  closet, 
and  in  the  anguish  of  a  contrite  heart  cry  out  "  God  bs  mer- 
ciful to  me  a  sinner,"  how  thankful  am  I  for  the  voice  that 
once  said  to  a  broken-hearted  penitent,   "  Thy  sins  are  for- 
given."    As  I  return  to  the  world,  and  the  cares  of  life  press 
heavily  upon  me,  till  I  stumble  beneath  their  weight,  what 
relief  do  I  find  in  repeating  the  language  of  him  who  said, 
"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  rest."     Under  the  various  conditions  and 
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amidst  the  ceaseless  changes  of  our  mortal  state,  it  is  our 
confidence  in  him  who  spake  as  "  never  man  spake,"  but  as 
"the  Father  who  sent  "him  gave  "him"  a  commandment  what 
he  should  say,"  that  must  guide  and  cheer  us.  Teacher, 
Savior,  and  Lord  !  as  by  each  and  all  of  these  titles  we  call 
on  thee,  our  experience  is  the  confirmation  of  our  trust.  0  ! 
be  it  the  pledge  of  our  welcome  among  those  who  shall  have 
confessed  thee  before  men. 

If  it  devolves  on  every  one  who  accepts  the  substantive 
truth  of  the  sacred  narrative  to  maintain  the  honor  of  him 
around  whom  all  its  incidents  cluster,  especially  does  it  be- 
come the  Christian  preacher  to  avoid  act  or  speech  that  shall 
compromise  his  position.  The  pulpit  should  be  loyal  to 
Christ  ;  for  it  is  his,  erected  and  consecrated  for  him.  It  is 
meant  to  be  a  place  of  various  instruction,  but  it  is  not  meant 
to  give  forth  through  its  organs  an  uncertain  sound.  The 
preacher's  office  is  not  one  which  he  holds  in  the  interest  of 
free  inquiry,  but  in  the  interest  of  reverential  faith.  God 
forbid  that  we  should  throw  any  hindrance  in  the  way  of  free 
inquiry,  where  it  has  a  right  of  forest  or  of  park  ;  but  the 
pulpit  does  not  come  within  the  domain  over  which  the  rally 
of  its  bugles  and  the  cry  of  its  hounds  may  be  heard.  It  does 
not  belong  to  the  preacher  to  propagate  doubt,  or  en- 
courage a  distrust  which  strips  the  soul  of  both  armour  and 
apparel,  leaving  it  a  prey  to  temptation  and  to  suffering.  He 
is  "  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel  ;"  for  the  defence,  says 
the  Apostle,  not  for  the  discovery  of  truth.  Let  other  men 
undertake  that  service  ;  or  let  him,  in  the  other  capacities 
which  he  fills.  When  he  enters  the  pulpit,  he  appears  as  the 
interpreter  of  the  gospel  which  God  has  graciously  given 
through  his  dear  Son  ;  and  he  should  not  betray  the  cause, 
with  the  care  of  which  he  is  entrusted,  by  open  dissent  or  by 
suspicious  silence.     There  are  some  things  which  he  is  ex- 
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pected,  and  rightfully  expected,  to  believe.  If  he  do  not  be- 
lieve them,  he  need  not,  and  should  not  preach  them  ; 
that  is  to  say,  he  need  not  preach.  There  are  other 
employments  which  an  honest  man  may  take  up.  The 
world  is  large  enough  for  all  sorts  of  opinion,  and  all 
sorts  of  upright  conduct  ;  but  the  Church  is  not  coextensive 
with  the  world  :  and  while  the  Church,  even  more  than  the 
world,  insists  on  uprightness,  it  also  insists  on  faith,  and  on 
faith  in  the  facts  as  well  as  the  ideas  on  which  its  own  sta- 
bility rests.  Of  all  men,  the  preacher  should  be  the  last  to 
hold  an  equivocal  position,  the  last  to  contradict  his  own  offi- 
cial attitude.  For  honor's  and  consistency's  sake,  let  not  the 
Christian  minister  aim  a  blow  at  that  authority,  within  whose 
shadow  he  stands  to  secure  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-men. 

We  entertain  no  fear  that  the  rationalism  of  our  day, 
or  of  any  age,  will  be  an  over-match  for  the  vital  energies 
of  the  Christian  faith.  Christianity  is  not  sinking  into  its 
dotage.  It  has  not  fulfilled  its  mission.  It  has  not  lost  a 
particle  of  its  original  force.  Its  truths  are  as  Divine,  its 
evidences  are  as  clear  and  full,  as  at  the  first.  The  Church 
must  have  its  trials,  but  it  will  not  be  overthrown.  It  is 
built  upon  the  memorable  confession,  "  Thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,"  and  the  powers  of  destruction 
shall  not  prevail  against  it.  The  pulpit  cannot  abdicate  its 
office.  The  preacher's  function  will  have  a  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  future  ;  a  place  not  less,  but  more  worthy  to  be 
filled  by  the  highest  talent  and  the  holiest  zeal.  The 
crippled,  and  the  diseased  soul  will  cry  out  for  relief,  and  the 
voice  that  can  answer  its  cry  with  the  words,  "  In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  rise  up  and  walk,"  will  not 
speak  in  vain.  There  is  a  spiritual  potency  in  these  words 
that  shall  produce  greater  results  than   was    seen   in   the 
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temple  at  Jerusalem,  when  the  Apostles  of  the  Lord 
addressed  the  people  in  language  not  ill  suited  to 
our  day,  "  Why  look  ye  so  earnestly  on  us,  as  if  by 
our  own  power  or  holiness  we  had  made  this  man  to 
walk  ?"  The  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  shall 
dwell  on  the  lips  of  faith  through  unborn  generations.  The 
structures  which  man  may  raise  under  the  successive  forms 
of  art, — the  granite  warehouse,  the  marble  palace,  the  sacred 
cathedral, — shall  disappear  ;  the  sciences,  of  which  careful 
observers  will  collect  the  materials,  and  studious  minds  indicate 
the  laws,  shall  undergo  essential  change  ;  the  philosophies 
which  men  will  construct  with  great  pains-taking,  and,  as 
they  may  think,  with  immortal  success,  shall  be  supplanted 
by  new  systems  ;  the  political  institutions  of  empires  and  re- 
publics shall  be  modified  by  a  wisdom  that  will  look  back  on 
our  times  as  but  the  dawn  of  a  permanent  civilization  ;  king- 
doms shall  fall,  and  nations  be  forgotten  :  but  the  gospel  of 
Christ  shall  survive  all  these  changes;  his  name  shall  be  dear 
to  the  millions  that  will  overspread  this  western  continent,  or 
repeople  the  eastern  hemisphere  with  new  life,  long  after  our 
virtues  and  our  follies  shall  have  been  buried  in  oblivion ;  his 
authority  shall  be  acknowledged  by  a  believing  and  grateful 
world;  and  he  shall  reign  till  the  end  come,  "when  he  shall 
have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father/' 
that  "  God  may  be  all  and  in  all." 
3 
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i. 

VOLUNTARY    OTV    THE    ORGA.N. 

II 
Introductory  Prayer,         -  Rev.  E,   E.   Hale. 

III. 

ANTHEM, 

IV. 
Selections  from  Scripture,       -       Rev.  Edgar  Buckingham. 

V. 
HYMN — (  Written  for  the  occasion.) 

No  Sabbath  bush,  to-day,  has  led 

Our  thoughts  towards  this  house  of  prayer, 

But  surging  sounds  of  toil  and  strife, 
Were  vibrant  on  the  Autumn  air. 

From  out  our  busy  life  we  come, 

And  at  the  sacred  altar  pause, 
With  rites  to  consecrate  anew 

This  servant  to  the  Master's  cause. 

That  Master,  whose  pervading  eye 

Viewed  the  vast  scene  of  tireless  work ; 
And  gave  alike  his  thought  and  care 

Where  saints  could  kneel,  or  sinners  lurk. 

The  crowded  haunts  of  men  diverged 

From  near  the  Temple's  lofty  shrine  : 
In  both,  th'  Anointed  Teacher  stood 

With  healing  touch,  with  word  divine. 

Within  these  walls,  'mid  yonder  crowd, 

Oh,  Father,  grant,  that,  now  as  then, 
By  holy  deeds,  and  fervent  words, 

The  Master  be  revealed  again ! 
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Sermon, 


VI. 


Rev.  E.   S.  GS-annett,  D.  3D. 


VII. 
Prayer  of  Installation,        -       -         Rev.  JT.  JL.  Farley,  3D.  3D. 

VIII. 
CHAJSTT. 


Charge, 


IX. 


Rev.  W.  3?.  Tilden. 


Right   Hand  of  Fellowship, 


Rev,  S,  Osgood.,  23.33. 


XI. 


HYMN— By  W.  C.  Bktant. 

Oh,  Thou,  whose  love  can  ne'er  forget 
Its  offspring,  Great  Eternal  Mind  ! 

We  thank  thee  that  thy  truth  is  yet 
A  sojourner  among  mankind  ; 

A  light  before  whose  brightness  fall 
The  feet  arrayed  to  tread  it  down ; 

A  voice  whose  strong  and  solemn  call 
The  cry  of  nations  cannot  drown. 

Thy  servants,  at  this  sacred  hour, 
With  humble  prayer  thy  throne  surround, 

That  here  in  glory  and  in  power, 
That  light  may  shine,  that  voice  may  sound ; 

Till  Error's  shades  shall  flee  away, 
And  Faith,  descending  from  above, 

Amid  the  pure  and  perfect  day, 
Shall  bring  her  fairer  sister  Love. 


XII. 


.A.ddress  i  o  the  Church, 


Rev.  33.  33.  ^Villson. 


XIII. 


'Concluding  Prayer, 


Rev.  Gr.  AV.  33riggs,  3D.  3D. 
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xiv. 

D0X0L06Y — (Sung/  by  the  Choir  and  the  Congregation.) 

From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies, 
Let  the  Creator's  praise  arise ; 
Let  the  Redeemer's  name  be  sung, 
Through  every  land,  by  every  tongue. 

Eternal  are  thy  mercies,  Lord  : 

Eternal  Truth  attends  thy  word ; 

Thy  praise  shall  sound  from  shore  to  shore. 

Till  suns  shall  rise  and  set  no  more. 

XV. 
Seuedicticm,  ______  By  the  Pastor. 


